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WELCOME TO BOOKSLAM
REGIONAL CHALLENGE PACK!

Get ready - GORNEST LYFRAU is back!

Wales’ annual reading competition returns, inviting pupils in Years 3-6 to dive into
the exciting world of books. Through fun and creative challenges, young readers
will have the chance to become Gornest Lyfrau 2026 champions.
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This pack contains everything you need to take part in this year’s regional challenges.
Your Gornest Lyfrau regional coordinator will also be in touch
to support you through the competition stages.
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CROESO I BECYN CYSTADLU
RHANBARTHOL GORNEST LYFRAU 2026!

Mae’r ORNEST LYFRAU yn ol!

Ymunwch &’r hwyl o gystadlu yng nghystadleuaeth ddarllen flynyddol Cymru sy’n gwahodd plant o
Flynyddoedd 3-6 i ddarganfod byd cyffrous llyfrau. Drwy gyfres o sialensau hwyliog a chreadigol,
caiff darllenwyr ifanc gyfle i gael eu coroni’n bencampwyr Gornest Lyfrau 2026.
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Mae’r pecyn hwn yn cynnwys yr holl wybodaeth ar gyfer cystadlu yn sialensau y gystadleuaeth.
Bydd eich cydlynydd rhanbarthol ar gael i'ch cefnogi drwy’r cam yma or gystadleuaeth.
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HOW IT WORKS

(in 4 easy steps!)
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FIRST THINGS FIRST...

Choosing the right book for your team
from this year’s BookSlam reading list...

One of the first and most important steps in taking
partin BookSlam is selecting a book from this

year’s official reading list. With a wide variety of
titles to choose from, picking the right one can be a
challenge — but also a great opportunity to get pupils
excited about reading!

Each team or class will use their chosen book as the
basis for two regional challenges detailed in this
pack:

The discussion challenge — pupils will explore and
discuss themes, characters, and events from their
chosen book.

Create a video advert — pupils will produce a
short video promoting their book in a creative and
engaging way.

Important note!

Teachers and pupils do not have to choose the same
book for both rounds. You can select one book for the
discussion challenge and a different one for the video
advert challenge.

You can also split your class into different teams,
with each team choosing their own book for the
challenges.

Pointers to choosing the right book

- Consider your pupils’ reading abilities, interests,
and what will engage them most.
Choose books that offer rich discussion points or
exciting elements for creative video ideas.
You can split your class into teams, with each team
choosing a different book for the same challenge.

Think practically — factor in time available and
whether books will be read aloud, together, or
independently.



CYN I CHI DDECHRAU...

Mae angeni chi ddewis liyfr addas
ar gyfer eich tim o restr ddarllen
swyddogol yr Ornest Lyfrau...

Un o gamau pwysicaf y broses o gystadlu yn yr
Ornest Lyfrau yw dewis llyfr addas o restr ddarllen
swyddogol y gystadleuaeth. Mae ystod eang o
gyfrolau anhygoel yn y rhestr, ac mae dewis cyfrol
addas yn hollowysig ar gyfer cyffroi’r timau sy’n
cystadlu!

Bydd pob tim yn cystadlu mewn dwy sialens
ranbarthol, sef:

Y rownd drafod — bydd disgyblion yn archwilio a
thrafod themdau, cymeriadau a digwyddiadau’r gyfrol
maen nhw wedi ei dewis.

Creu hysbyseb fideo — bydd angen i ddisgyblion
gynhyrchu hysbyseb fideo yn hyrwyddo'r llyfr o’u
dewis, a hynny mewn ffordd greadigol ac atyniadol.

Nodyn pwysig!

Does dim rhaid i athrawon a disgyblion ddewis yr un
llyfr ar gyfer y ddwy sialens. Gallwch ddewis un llyfr
ar gyfer y sialens drafod a llyfr gwahanol i’r sialens
hysbyseb fideo.

Gallwch hefyd rannu’r dosbarth yn sawl tim. Does dim
rhaid i'r timau ddewis yr un llyfr ar gyfer y sialensau

Suti ddewis y llyfr cywir i chi:
Ystyriwch lefelau darllen y disgyblion, eu
diddordebau, a’r hyn sy’n debygol o’'u denu
aty llyfrau.

Dewiswch lyfrau sy’n cynnig digon o bwyntiau
difyr ’'w trafod neu elfennau cyffrous ar gyfer
syniadau i greu fideo creadigol.

Gallwch rannu’r dosbarth yn sawl tim gwahanol,
gyda phob tim yn dewis llyfr gwahanol yn yr un
sialens.

Ystyriwch ffactorau megis yr amser sydd gennych
chiiddarlleny llyfrau, a ydych chi’n bwriadu
darlleny llyfrau gyda’ch gilydd fel dosbarth neu a
fydd y disgyblion yn eu darllen ar eu liwt eu hunain.



THE REGIONAL CHALLENGES

Challenge 1: The discussion round

Welcome to the first regional BookSlam 2026
challenge! This round is all about your team’s ability
to take part in a thoughtful and engaging discussion
about one of the books from the official BookSlam
2026 reading list.

What’s the challenge?

1 Choose abook from the BookSlam 2026
reading list. (You should have received this
as part of the BookSlam teacher pack.)

2 Read the book — either as a whole class or in
smaller reading groups.

3 Form ateam of 4 pupils to take partin the
discussion round. All four team members must have
read and be ready to talk about the same book.

Note: You can enter more than one team from your
class or school. Each team can choose a different
book to discuss.

Judging the discussion
A regional judge will join your team of four to observe
and score your discussion. This may be:

An in-person visit to your school, or

An online video call

To enter your teams, simply let your
regional coordinator know how many teams
will be taking part from your school.

Do’s and Don’ts

Do: make sure that everyone in your team takes an
active role in the discussion!

Do: make sure the team has enough knowledge
about the book to discuss it confidently for about 8
minutes.

Don’t: prepare or learn a script in advance! The judge
will like to hear a natural discussion about the book!

A




What the regional judge will look out for:
Your regional judge will look out for the following in
your discussion:

A thorough knowledge of your chosen book,
including your ability to delve into the story and
characters of the book, if appropriate

A good understanding of the book’s message and
themes

Your team’s ability to express opinions clearly and
fairly with the ability to ask, agree, disagree and to
challenge politely

Demonstrate good use of vocabulary, expressions
and book terminology

Any thoughtful mentions to other books where
appropriate

Scoring
The discussion round will contribute towards 50% of
your overall regional score!

mm

Examples of discussion points

Woas there anything in particular that you enjoyed
or did not enjoy about/in the book?

Which character did you find most interesting? In
what way? Why?

What caught your attention about/in the book?
Have you read any books like this before?
What would you like to change about the book?
Who do you think this book is suitable for?

How would you describe this book to someone
your age? Would you recommend it?

If you could meet one character from the book,
who would you like to meet? Why?

What have you learned by reading this book?
What questions did you have after reading this
book? Have you found answers to those questions?
What were the answers?

How do you think reading non-fiction books is
different from reading fiction books?

What do you think is the most important thing
about this book?



Challenge 2: Promotional video advert

The second regional challenge will ask your class to
create a short video advert to encourage children
your age to read your team’s chosen book.

What’s the challenge?
Create a video advert that:
Shows your understanding of the book

Appeals to children in the same age group
Encourages others to want to read the book!

Video length: Your video should be no more than
3 minutes long.

Note: One mark will be deducted for every PIRN
30 seconds the video runs over! g

Creating your video
Let your imagination go wild! You can use
humour, drama or any other techniques to
promote the book.

Pupils from Years 3—6 can contribute.

Remember that anyone can get involved in terms
of acting, scripting, filming, editing or performing.




Creating your video
Let your imagination go wild! How about some of the
ideas below as inspiration?

Perform a live drama scene from the book

Film in multiple locations or use creative props
Use green screen or video editing tools
Add music or sound effects

Pupils are allowed to use simple video editing
software — but don’t worry, the technical quality of
the editing will not be judged.

Submit your video as an MP4 file format.

Do’s and Don’ts

Do: Keep your video under 3 minutes

Do: Speak, clearly, confidently and with energy
Do: Use persuasive language and dramtic effects
Do: Work as a team and let everyone contribute
Do: Show the themes of the book

Don’t: Worry about high-end editing — an enthusiastic
and creative advert matters the most!

Subtitles or captions are allowed but not required.

»*

What will the judge look for?

Judges will be looking for a video that:
Captures the feel of the book and encourages
otherstoreadit

Shows enthusiasm and energy
Includes confident, clear speaking

Uses persuasive language to highlight themes
and ideas

Demonstrates teamwork and inclusion

Engages the viewer from start to finish!

X

Looking for inspiration?
Take alook at last year’s
winning videos:

Submitting your video
Submit your final MP4 video to your

regional judge and coordinator *

Scoring
This round contributes 50% of your team’s total score
in the regional competition.


https://llyfrau.cymru/en/cystadlaethau-darllen/bookslam-2/2025-results/

Y SIALENSAU RHANBARTHOL

Sialens 1: Y rownd drafod

Croeso i sialens gyntaf Gornest Lyfrau 2026! Mae'r
rownd drafod am brofi eich gallu i gymryd rhan mewn
trafodaeth dreiddgar ac ystyriol am lyfr och dewis o
restr ddarllen yr Ornest Lyfrau.

Beth yw’r sialens?

1 Dewiswch lyfr o restr ddarllen Gornest Lyfrau 2026.

(Dylech chi fod wedi derbyn y rhestr ym mhecyn
athrawon yr Ornest Lyfrau).

2 Darllenwch y llyfr — un ai fel dosbarth cyfan neu
mewn grwpiau llai.

3 Ffurfiwch dimau o 4 disgybligymrydrhanyn
y sialens drafod. Mae gofynibob aelod o' tim
fod wedidarllen y llyfr ac wedi paratoi i drafod
yrun llyfr.

Nodyn: Cofiwch y gallwch chigystadluyny
sialens gyda mwy nag un tim o'ch dosbarth.
Gall bob tim ddewis llyfr gwahanol o'r rhestr
ddarllen os y dymunant.

Beirniadu’r drafodaeth
Bydd beirniad rhanbarthol yn ymuno &’ch tim o
bedwar i wrando ar eich trafodaeth a rhoi sgér.
Gally beirniad ymuno & chi:

Drwy ymweld &’ch ysgol, neu

Ymuno & galwad fideo ar-lein

| gofrestru eich timau, sicrhewch eich bod chi’n
cysylltu &’ch cydlynydd rhanbarthol a nodir
nifer o dimau fydd yn cystadlu o’ch ysgol chi.

Tips cystadlu!

Sicrhewch fod pawb yn eich tim yn cymryd

rhan yny sgwrs!

Sicrhewch fod gan eich tim ddigon o wybodaeth
am vy llyfriallu cynnal sgwrs o oddeutu 8 munud.

Peidiwch & dysgu ‘sgript’ ymlaen llaw!
Bydd y beirniad yn awyddus i glywed
trafodaeth naturiol am y gyfrol,
nid pwyntiau trafod wedi

eu dysgu ymlaen llaw!




Beth fydd yn cael ei feirniadu?

Bydd y beirniad rhanbarthol yn ystyried y pwyntiau

canlynol wrth roi sgér:
Dealltwriaeth drwyadl or llyfr, gan gynnwys eich
galluidrafod stori a chymeriadau'r llyfr, os yw’n
berthnasol

Dealltwriaeth dda o negeseuon a themau’r gyfrol
Gallu eich tim i fynegi barn yn glir a theg, gyda’r
galluiholi,cytuno ac anghytuno yn gwrtais
Dangos defnydd da o eirfa, ymadroddion a
therminoleg llyfrau

Unrhyw sén am lyfrau eraill os yw’n berthnasol

Sgorio
Bydd y sialens drafod yn cyfrannu 50% tuag at eich
sgor ranbarthol!

Esiamplau o bwyntiau trafod

Oedd unrhyw beth penodol yr oeddech chi'n ei
fwynhau neu ddim yn ei fwynhau am/yny llyfr?

Pa gymeriad oeddech chi’n meddwl oedd fwyaf
diddorol? Ym mha ffordd? Pam?

Beth ddaliodd eich sylw am/yny llyfr?

Ydych chi wedi darllen unrhyw lyfrau fel hyn or
blaen?

Beth hoffech chi ei newid am vy llyfr?

| bwy ydych chi’n meddwl!y mae’r llyfr hwn yn addas?
Sut fyddech chi’'n disgrifio'r llyfr hwn i rywun o’ch
oedran? A fyddech chi’n ei argymell?

Pe gallech chigwrdd ag un cymeriad o' llyfr, pwy
hoffech chi ei gyfarfod? Pam?

Beth ydych chi wedi'i ddysgu wrth ddarllen y llyfr
hwn?

Pa gwestiynau oedd gennych chiar él darllen 'y
llyfr hwn? Ydych chi wedi dod o hyd i atebion i’r
cwestiynau hynny? Beth oedd yr atebion?

Pam mae darllen llyfrau ffeithiol yn wahanol i
ddarllen llyfrau ffuglen?

Beth yw’r peth pwysicaf amy llyfr hwn yn eich
barn chi?



Sialens 2: Creu hysbyseb fideo

Bydd yr ail sialens ranbarthol yn gofyn ich dosbarth
greu hysbyseb fideo fer i annog plant eraill or un ced i
ddarlleny llyfr.

Beth yw’r sialens?
Cynhyrchwch hysbyseb fideo sydd yn:

Dangos eich dealltwriaeth o'r llyfr

Apelio at blant o’r un oedran

Annog eraill i ddarllen y llyfr

(2N

Hyd y fideo: Ni ddylai’r fideo fod yn fwy na g
3 munud o hyd.
Nodyn: Caiff Tmarc ei dynnu oddi ar eich sgér
am bob 30 eiliad aiff y fideo dros 3 munud.

Creu eich hysbyseb fideo
Byddwch yn greadigol! Gallwch ddefnyddio
hiwmor, drama neu unrhyw dechnegau eraill i
hyrwyddo'ch llyfr.
Gall plant o Flynyddoedd 3-6 gyfrannu.
Cofiwch y gall disgyblion gymryd rhan mewn sawl
ffurf o actio, sgriptio, ffilmio, golygu neu berfformio.




Syniadaui’ch fideo
Beth am rai or syniadau hyn fel ysbrydoliaeth
I’ch hysbyseb?
- Perfformiwch olygfa o llyfr
Ffilmiwch mewn lleoliadau amrywiol neu
ddefnyddio props creadigol

Defnyddiwch effaith sgrin werdd i fynd & chii
fydoedd newydd!

Ychwanegwch gerddoriaeth neu effeithiau sain

Caniateir i ddisgyblion ddefnyddio meddalwedd
golygu fideo syml — ond peidiwch & phoeni, ni fydd
ansawdd technegol y golygu yn cael ei feirniadu.
Rhaid cyflwyno eich fideo mewn fformat MP4.

Tips i gynhyrchu’ch fideo

Cadwch eich fideo o dan 3 munud o hyd

Siaradwch yn eglur, yn hyderus a gyda digon o egni!
Defnyddiwch iaith berswadiol ac effeithiau dramatig
Gweithiwch fel tim fel bod pawb yn gallu cyfrannu
Dangoswch themau'r llyfr yny fideo

Peidiwch & phoeni am olygu i safon uchel yn
dechnegol — hysbyseb greadigol a brwdfrydig

sy’n cyfrif!

»*

Beth fydd yn cael ei feirniadu?
Bydd y beirniad yn edrych am hysbyseb sydd yn:

Dal ymdeimlad y llyfr ac yn annog eraill i'w ddarllen

Dangos brwdfrydedd ac egni
Dangos y galluisiarad yn hyderus ac yn eglur

Defnydd o iaith bwrpasol sy’n pwysleisio themau
a syniadau o' llyfr

Dangos gwaith tim a chynnwys pawb

Darn o waith sy’n apelgar i’r gwyliwr or dechrau
i’'r diwedd.

X

Chwilio am ysbrydoliaeth?
Beth am gymryd golwg ar
hysbysebion buddugol y llynedd:

Cyflwyno eich fideo
Cyflwynwch eich fideo terfynol
ar ffurf MP4 i’ch beirniad a’ch *
cydlynydd rhanbarthol

Sgorio
Bydd y sialens drafod yn cyfrannu 50% tuag at
eich sgor ranbarthol!


https://llyfrau.cymru/cystadlaethau-darllen/gornest-lyfrau/canlyniadau-2025/
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County Organisers
inform the Books
Council of the county

results by MAY 20

JAN 1 -
MAY 15

County rounds take place
across Wales. your county
organiser will contact you to
arrange a date for the Discussion
Round and g dqgte for you to
send them your Promotiongq|
Advertisement.



Trefnwyr sirol
I hysbysebu’r Cyngor
Liyfrau o’r canlyniadau

sirolerbyn MAI 20

ION 1 -
MATI 15

Rowndiaqy rhanbarthol yn
digwydd ar draws Cymry, Bydd
eich tref nydd sirol yn cysylitu
G chiidrefny dyddiad qr gyfer
Y Rownd Drafod dyddiad
chi anfon eich Hysbyseb

Hyrwyddo atynt.
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